
2012 

SYLLABUS FORM 
 

Workshop Title: (limit to 4 words) The End of Molasses Classes 

Instructor(s) Lindsey Brewer & Lori Keleher ~ Transform Your Classroom 
 

Workshop Description: 
In his New York Times Bestseller, The End of Molasses Classes, renowned educator Ron Clark challenges parents, teachers, and 

communities everywhere to make a real difference in the lives of our kids, by offering 101 revolutionary and classroom -tested 
ways to uplift, educate, and empower our children. Read this book to find out why so many across the country have embraced 
these powerful rules: *Set the electric tone on day one. *Teach your children how to study - don’t expect it to come naturally. 

*Don’t constantly stress about test scores. *Not every child deserves a cookie. *Lift up your teachers. No, really, lift them up! *If 
kids like you all the time, you’re doing something wrong. Ron Clark has been named “American Teacher of the Year” by Disney 
and was Oprah Winfrey’s pick as her first “Phenomenal Man”. He founded the Ron Clark Academy, which more than 10,000 
educators from around the world have visited for professional development. Be Different. Be Bold. Join In.  

Workshop Objectives (What should participants know or be able to do upon completion of this workshop?) 
Upon completing this course, you will be able to: 
…examine and discuss the Ron Clark Academy’s 24 core principles and values. 

…identify and discuss 12 ways parents can play an active role in their child’s success. 
…evaluate 42 rules at both the building level and the classroom level to create the right climate and culture in your school.  
 ...implement 23 activities designed to involve parents and the community. 
Evaluation Criteria:  (Include brief description of required assignments and evaluation methodology.)  

Participants will be required to: 
+read Ron Clark’s The End of Molasses Classes.  (56 chapters, 336 pages) 
+take five content quizzes. 

Quizzes are designed to ensure comprehension of the book’s content and will be delivered through Quia. Participants must 
score an 80% or higher on each quiz. Participants will receive only 2 attempts.  Feedback after the first attempt will include which 
questions were answered correctly or incorrectly.  At no time are participants able to see the correct answers.  
Quizzes will count as 1/3 of the final course grade. 
+view four instructional videos. 
*Ron’s Clark’s Ending the Wussification of America’s Schools (24 minutes) 

*Austeja Landsbergiene’s Can Teachers Change the World? (18 minutes) 
*Shaka Mitchell’s Can Helicopter Parents Save our Struggling Schools? (18 minutes) 
*Paul Zientarski’s Want Smarter, Healthier Kids?  Try Physical Education! (14 minutes) 
+contribute substantive responses to nine moderated online discussions. 

Discussion prompts will be posted on Transform Your Classroom’s Blogger space.  Five of the discussions will be directly related 
to the content of the book.  Four of the discussions will be directly related to the instructional videos.  Participants will be 
required to make at least one post in response to each of the nine discussion prompts.  Participants are also required to respond 

to at least one other post in each of the nine discussion forums. Contributions will be evaluated using t he attached rubric.  
Contributions will count as 1/3 of the final course grade. 
+complete a capstone project. 

Participants can choose between two options for their capstone project. Projects will be evaluated using the attached rubrics.  

Projects will count as 1/3 of the final course grade. 
Option #1 Participants will apply their learning by selecting one strategy or concept from the course to implement within their 
professional practice. Using a Google Form, participants will clearly articulate the what, how, and why of their implementation 

and submit evidence in the form of either 5 photos or a 2-minute video documenting this implementation.  Participants will also 
complete a reflective narrative (250-word minimum) analyzing the impact on student learning. 
Option #2 Participants will synthesize their learning by creating a digital poster (using Canva, Piktochart, Adobe Express, etc.) 
which highlights their Top Ten Takeaways. These Top Ten Takeaways must be clearly and strongly tied to the participant’s 

professional practice. This culminating artifact will be shared with instructors and fellow Transform Your Classroom participants 
during a structured exit interview. Exit interviews are held via Zoom every Wednesday from 8:00–8:45 p.m. Periodically, 
participants may also elect to complete this requirement through a face-to-face, pop-up interview, offered at select locations, 
dates, and times. 
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WORKSHOP OUTLINE 

Date 
Time 

(identify all break 
times) 

Topic 

(Provide details regarding methodology 

for presentation of each topic.) 

Instructors 

Self-Paced Course    

 2.25 hours Read pages ix-xxvii  

  Complete Quiz 1  

  Respond to Blog Post 1  

 0.5  hour View Video 1  

  Respond to Blog Post 2  

 2.25 hours Read pages 1-114  

  Complete Quiz 2  

  Respond to Blog Post 3  

 0.5  hour View Video 2  

  Respond to Blog Post 4  

 2.25 hours Read pages 115-160  

  Complete Quiz 3  

  Respond to Blog Post 5  

 0.5  hour View Video 3  

  Respond to Blog Post 6  

 2.25 hours Read pages 161-252  

  Complete Quiz 4  

  Respond to Blog Post 7  

 0.5 hour View Video 4  

  Respond to Blog Post 8  

 2.25  hours Read pages 253-317  

  Complete Quiz 5  

  Respond to Blog Post 9  

 1.75 hours Capstone Project  

Total Time 

(excluding breaks) 

15 Total workshop time must include a minimum of 15 contact hours for 
each hour of college credit. 


